
MOTIONS ON NOTICE – taken motions from Green, Labour, Liberal Democrat 
groups in turn. 
 
(1) Making Oxford a Social Enterprise City(Proposed by Councillor Wolff, 

seconded by Councillor Thomas) 
 
Green Group Member – Motion on Notice 
 
This Council welcomes the announcement that Oxfordshire has become the UK’s 
first Social Enterprise County and congratulates the Oxfordshire Social Enterprise 
Partnership (OSEP), an innovative new partnership set up by Oxford Brookes 
University, the University of Oxford and Student Hubs to foster and support social 
enterprise locally. 
 
This Council recognises the value of Social Enterprises to the Council and the local 
economy and aspires to join other cities in becoming one of the UK’s first Social 
Enterprise Cities. 
 
This would require, amongst other things, that the Council: 
- Establish business rate policies which support long-term and sustainable social 

and economic value creation. 
- Explore the possibility of creating “Meanwhile Enterprise Zones” and “Social 

Enterprise Zones”. 
- Review its policies to ensure that it is commissioning, procuring and buying 

goods and services in a manner which maximises social value (under the Social 
Value Act). 

- Provide funding support for social innovations and social enterprises 
- Look at ways and means of stimulating and supporting social enterprise in the 

area 
 
Council therefore asks CEB to instruct officers to draw up a draft Social Enterprise 
Strategy for Oxford City. 
 
(2) Personalised tax summaries (proposed by Councillor Paule, seconded by 

Councillor Clack). 
 
Labour Group Member – Motion on Notice 
 
This council believes that Chancellor George Osborne's tax summary offering a 
personalised breakdown of where taxpayers’ money is going is deliberately 
misleading and aims to support punitive Conservative economic policy. In particular, 
the items included under welfare - such as pensions, including MP's pensions - aim 
to create unfounded anxieties about welfare spending (in fact, JSA spending is less 
than 0.6% of tax revenues). This data is sent out by HMRC which should be a 
politically neutral body. This is not only a waste of public funds but a blatant abuse of 
government powers. We condemn this policy and ask the council leader to write to 
the Treasury expressing our concerns. 
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(3) Improving safety for cyclists(proposed by Councillor Gant) 
 
Liberal Democrat Group Member – Motion on Notice 
 
Council notes with great concern the recent accidents involving cyclists and lorries in 
Oxford. 
 
Council believes that accidents could be reduced by requiring lorries to have safety 
equipment, to the industry-led standard supported by the Mayor of London in 
December 2013, and therefore asks the Executive Board to: 
 
- require all contractors working on council contracts in the city to have every 

vehicle over 3.5 tonnes fitted with sideguards to protect cyclists from being 
dragged under the wheels, and with mirrors giving the driver a better view of 
cyclists and pedestrians around their vehicles; 

 
- urge the County Council to make a Traffic Regulation Order imposing similar 

conditions on all similar vehicles in Oxford, as proposed by TfL in London. 
 
(4) Allocating space for council housing (proposed by Councillor Hollick, 

seconded by Councillor Thomas) 
 
Green Group Member – Motion on Notice 
 
Council notes: 
- that Oxford is the least affordable city in the UK for housing. 
- that the right to housing is a human right. 
- that Local Development Orders can be made by local planning authorities to 

grant planning permission to specific types of development. 
 
Council believes: 
- that a significant increase in the supply of genuinely affordable housing is needed 

to meet the housing needs of people in our city. 
- that council housing is the best option of all types of ‘affordable’ housing because 

of the low rents and security for tenants to stay in their home. 
- that brownfield sites (previously built upon) are a limited resource in the city and 

should be used to supply much needed council homes. 
 
Council calls for: 
- a report to be considered by CEB that considers brownfield sites for allocation 

towards developments of council housing. This report would recommend how the 
use of Local Development Orders, or other tools, could be used to increase the 
supply of planning permission for quality council housing in the city. 
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